A Proclamation

To the people of Newton, Kansas, Greetings: 

Whereas, Our nation was founded on a firm and faithful foundation by men and women who turned to God for guidance through prayer, and prayerful reverence has sustained our society and guided our government; and 

Whereas, The National Day of Prayer is a tradition first proclaimed by the Continental Congress in 1775; and

Whereas, In 1863 President Abraham Lincoln proclaimed a day of national fasting and prayer; and 

Whereas, In 1952 by joint resolution of both houses of congress and signed by President Harry Truman an annual day of prayer was established; and 

Whereas, In 1988, legislation was unanimously ratified by both houses of congress and signed by President Ronald Reagan, stating that the National Day of Prayer was to be held on the first Thursday of May each year; and

Whereas, This year will mark the fifty-sixth consecutive observance of the National Day of Prayer; and

Whereas, The freedom to practice our faith and to pray freely are cornerstones of our civilization and our way of life; and 

Whereas, Prayer allows us an opportunity to reflect and to seek guidance, strength, comfort and inspiration from Almighty God; and

Whereas, It is fitting and proper to observe this day in Kansas when all may acknowledge our blessings from Almighty God and express gratitude for them, while recognizing the need to strengthen religious and moral values in our city, state and nation; and 
Whereas, The theme for this year’s National Day of Prayer is “America, Unite in Prayer” and is based on the biblical exhortation from II Chronicles 7:14 which states: “If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.” 
Now, therefore, the City Commission of Newton, Kansas do hereby proclaim May 3, 2007 as 

A Day of Prayer in Newton

And urge all citizens to join in this observance through the Mayors Prayer Breakfast, the annual Courthouse observance at noon and in every way through public and private observances. 

Done: In city hall this 10th day of April, A.D. 2007. 

