Pastor’s Article /  Letter to Congregation
Greeting…
There is greater likelihood that we would go on a mission trip hundreds of miles away than that we would have a meaningful spiritual conversation with an un-churched person living a few doors down. 
William Carey, the great missionary wrote, “If you want the Kingdom speeded, go out and speed it yourselves.”  Here’s a way to speed the Kingdom and learn more about your neighborhood in two hours on a Saturday morning or Thursday evening than you have in years living there. Its called Canning Hunger and it will help us open personal connections with neighbors ~ in a way that’s natural and comfortable ~ while doing what the un-churched in America expect the church to be doing: helping alleviate poverty and hunger. We know from Isaiah 58 and Matthew 25:37-40 that serving the hungry is a high priority with the Lord as well. 
Canning Hunger is a church-wide Neighborhood Food Drive that is a project of our Neighborhood Lighthouses. 

The reality is, families in the Newton area are going to bed hungry many nights each week. They don’t know where their next meal will come from. A large percentage work low income jobs, are disabled or single parent households. 
To help make greater Newton hunger free, and to help make ongoing connections with our neighbors, we’re participating with other Lighthouse congregations, the Salvation Army, and the Columbus Avenue Church Food Pantry, to collect food from our neighbors for the hungry in our area. 

With the Canning Hunger Food Drives, which will continue quarterly, we make it easy for neighbors to help. This is a fun and non-threatening way to meet neighbors, and it’s a great activity to do as a family or with a friend. 
Each participating household is being asked to choose 20 neighbors to visit between November ___ and ____ to collect non-perishable food items. The whole process should take less than three hours total to reach 20 neighbors, but you’ll likely collect close to 100 pounds of food that will add up to thousands all together! You can bring the collected foods to church anytime between November ____ and ____. 

Please visit the Canning Hunger table to pick up necessary supplies and make sure you get a personalized listing of your closest neighbors so you can begin to learn names and pray - by name. If other Lighthouse households are within a few blocks of you, please be sure to coordinate with them so you don’t duplicate visits!  
Our churches Canning Hunger Coordinator is ________________.  _________ and Lighthouse coordinator, Pastor Timothy Conner of the Missional Church Network, are available to help with any questions or needs you have. Please call _______ at __________ and Pastor Timothy at 316-284-0997.
Signed…
